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Giovanna Capellini, now referred to as Santa Giovanna,
grew up in Rosarno, Calabria and was raised by nuns and

ran away from the orphanage at the tender age of 13. 

Always a handful, she challenged authority and gave the 
nuns a very difficult time. Legend has it that the nuns didn’t 
look too far for her upon news she had escaped their care.

Her fierce independence and nomadic lifestyle from that 
point means her history is difficult to track. Often maligned 
and victimised for her lack of traceability to a family ‘line’
or legacy, Giovanna’s drive to feel connected to wherever
she settled and her need to contribute positively to the 

community was inspiring to say the least.

S. Giovanna helped found numerous festivals across several 
Italian towns over two decades towards the end of the 
Rinascimento (Renaissance). A period of great cultural 
change and achievement that began in Italy during the
14th century and lasted until the 17th century, marking
the transition between Medieval and Modern Europe. 

Rebellious and forward thinking, a true child of the 
Renaissance, she challenged community leaders and 
authority throughout her lifetime and championed
free thinking and independence. The Renaissance
increasingly saw the behaviour of Priests mirror

that of Princes as the Papacy repeatedly fell into
corruption across Italy and Europe. The changes in

Italy during this time introduced a climate of passion
and intellectualism that allowed for the challenging

of traditional values. 

In actual fact, Santa Giovanna has never been formally 
recognised as a saint by the church, however her popularity 
amongst people of the ‘paesi’ (towns) across Italy during
the 1650s and 60s and her ability to work hard, engage 

community and celebrate the coming together of all 
classes is to this day acknowledged as ‘saintly’.

Tragically, S. Giovanna died as a result of a mysterious 
poisoning at a local festa. Some say the malocchio (evil eye) 

had finally caught up with her. Ironically it was the 
celebration of all celebrations. All Saints Day.

SANTA GIOVANNA
29 MAGGIO 1628 – 1 NOVEMBRE 1666


